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OPERATIONS OF ‘THE.3D BATTALION, 5307 COMPOSITE UNIT
(PROVISIONAL) IN THE BATTLE OF MYITKYINA, BURMA
27 JULY - 3 AUGUST 1944
(Peraonal Experience of a Company Commander)
JINJRORUCTION |

_ Thia.monograph covers the operations of the 3d Battalion, 5307 Com-
| _.poaite Unit in the Battle of Myitikyina 27 July - 3 Auguet 1944, during the
_N_ﬁrth .Bu.rm.a. Campaign. |
| For the conquest of Burma, the Japanese concentrated two divisions in
- Séuthern Theiland. (1) (Mep 4) In mid January 1942, they struck across
the border toward Moulmein (see Map A) which fell oﬁ the 30th. Rangoon;
" the caﬁital and principal port wes teken on 8 March., The Japanese then
turned north in two colums of division strength. One pushed up the Sittang
- Valley, the othﬁr division moved up the Irrawaddy Velley. (See Map 4)
| Toungoo on the Siteng fell on 1 April and on 2 April, they took Prome on
the Irrawaddy. (See Map A) They buahed nofth to Yenangyueng and then swimg
| westward and on /4 May took the port of Akysb on the Bay of Bengal. (See Map A)

A third Japanege force of two divisions 1anded at Rangoon on 12 april
1942, drove rapidly northward into the upper Salween Velley, and took Lashio,
“junetion of the rail and highway sections of the Burma Road.¥ (2) (See Map 4)

Handalaj, now cempletely outflanked, was evacuﬁted and waes occupled by

the Japsnese on 1 May. From Lashio, the Japanese pushed up the Salween Valley
into the Chinese province of Yunnen. In North Central Burme they sent patrolﬂ
as far as Fort Herts and to the west they took Kalews on the Chindwin. {8ee
‘Map A) |
"(1, R) &4=2, p. 3; *The "Burme Road" extends from Rangobn to Ghungking, ap=
. proximetely 1445 miles. It comaists of a rallroed from Rangoon to Lashio,
& new motor road from Lashlo to Kunming, and en old highway from Kunming to
Chungking. The new section, constructed in 2 years, from 1937 to 1939, was
the first link between Burms and China for heavy traffic. Before the Japa-

‘nese conquest of Burma, the road carried vital supplies to the Chineae
armiea.



-Ledo; the fourth along the Selween River in southeastern China., There

The remnants of the Chinese forces retired from North Burme to India

by way of Shingbwiyang, while British, Burmese end Indien survivors with-

drew up the velley of the Chindwin and acrogs the Chin Hills. The Allled

withdrawél was made on foot, for no motor road or railroad connscted India
with Burma. (3) (See.Map A)

When the monscon rains came in June, the Japenese held all of Burma
except for fringes of mount&ih, jungle and swemp on the north and wéat. |

The conquest of Burma menaced Indie and cut the laest land route for
aupply to Chins. (4)

THE_GENERAL SITUATION
At the Quebec Conference in dugust 1943, Lord Louis Mountbatten was

-appointed commander in chief of the Southeast Asia Command. Durihg a talk

with General Marshall, the General asked him 1f there was anything he could
do for him, and Mountbatten requested an Amerlcan regiment to participate
in the forthcoming offenslve in Burma.l

Five months later, in January 1944, the 5307 Composite Unit (Provisional)

was orgenized, equlpped, trained, and ready to participate in the Allled

offensive. (5)
Operations in Burma in 1944 reached large scale proportions for the

firet time in two years. The action took plece on four separate, though

strategically related, fronts. One front was west of the Akaken Range, in

the Meungdaw - Akyab area (éee Map B); another was in the Chin Hills, in

~ the Kohema - Imphal region; a third wes in the Hukawng Valley, southeast of

i

.Ghineae troops attacked westward astride the Burma Road., (6) (See Map B)

At the beginning of the yeer, the American trained Chinese 22d and
38th Divisions under Ganéral.stilwéll began to push down the Hukawng Valley
(3-4) 4=2, p. 53 1 ra1x by Mountbatten to the 475th Infantry, Camp Landis,

‘Burma, &dugust 1944; Personal knowledge; (5) &-2, p. 8; (6) A-1, p. 62.



toward qszgggzgg in order to clear the way for the construction of the Ledo
Road, which wes to link the Indien railhead at Ledo with the 0ld Burma Road
to China, (See Mep B) By sarly February, the offensive had made good prog-.
rees and the highwey had been extended 100 miles from Ledc. However, the
main defenses of the opposing Jepanese 18th Division hed not yet been reached.

The 5307 Composite Unit, known as "Merrill's Marauders", had by now
arrived st Ledo, snd Genersl Stilwell decided to send 1t on e wide envelop- .
hent.acrosa the mountains in order to get in rear of the enemy copposing the
Chinese and to facilitate the advance by disorganizing supply linss and
éommunications.' (7) (Ses Map B)

By late April, Myltkyina, with the only hard-surfaced airdrome in
northern Burma; was at lest within striking distance. General Stilwell's
224 and 38th Chinese Divisions were fighting just north of Inkangshtawng.

(See Map B) British-led_Kachin and Gukhe troops were fighting south toward

a large supply base at Nscpzup. The Marauders were at Nhpum Ga. (8)

(See Map B)

Myitkyine was the principal Japanese base for the defense of Burma
from the north., Situated 170 aif miles southeast of Ledo, 1t was the
northerhmoat point of a rallroed from Rangoon and also the head of navigation
on the Irrawaddy Rivaf. .It lay in the proposed path of the Ledo Road, being
170 air miles north of the Burma Road junction with the reilwsy at Lashio.

Ita capture would'dispose of'tha'principal air bass from which Japenese air-

'cf&ft-had menaced American transport planes flying supplies to China over

the famous "Huwmp". (9} (See Map B)

Since 9 February, the Marauders had marched and fought through several

hundred miles of exceedingly difficult country. The troops were physically

‘worn out. During most of the 80-day period they had lived on K-rations and

 negrly all of the men had auffered to some extent from dyaenterﬁ'and fevers.

(7) 41, p. 625 (8) 4-2, p. 93; (9) -2, p. %.
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The unit had lost about 700 men killed, wounded, and sick from their origi-
' nal atrength of about 3000, There were no dmericen replacements in the
~ theater to refill the Marauder ranks. To provide strength enough for the
migsion, General Stilwell decided to reinforce the three bettalions of
.Maraudera with the 150th and 88th Chinese Regiments and'about 300 Kachins*,
giving them a strength of about 7000 for the Myitkyina operation., (10)
They wara organi=ed into three groupﬁ, designated as H~Force, M-Force, and
K-Force. (11) (See Map B) '

- Moving out on 27 April, they esteblished several road blocks behind
ensmy lines end directed a stromg column toward Myitkyina. (12) (See Mep C}
Thig coluﬁn (H-Force), consisting of the leét Marsuder Battalion and the 150th
'6hineae_Regiment, reached the Myltkyina area on 16 May. GColonel Hunter, in
‘coumand, set the time for the attack on the sirfield at 171000 Mey. The
lst Battalion led the 150th Reglment to the southwest end of the airfield,
left the regimsnf to attack the strip at that point, and then proceeded south-
~ west and took the ferry terminel st Pamati., (13) (See Map G)

~ The attack on the airfield came as & complete surprise and the Chinese
took the strip against very light opposition. (14)

The Commander of the lst Marawder Batialion, Lieutenant Golonel Osborre,
wap ordered to leave part of his force to hold Pamati, to proceed southeast,
and selze Zigyun, the main ferry point for Myitkyine. (15)

.immediately ﬁpon capturing the airstrip, Colonel Hunter radloed General
]ﬂerrill.asking for more troops end supplies. The atrip was ready to receive
transport plenes. The Chinese 89th Regiment was ordered to leave for Myit-
‘kyina and one battalion arrived by air from Ledo late in the afternocon (17
Ma&). Colonel Hunter also sent an urgent request to M- and K-Forces for
their sssistance. Both of these were gbout two days trip from Myltkyine.
Both started for Myltkyina by'roféod marches. (16)

*A north Burme tribe; (10) 4-2, p. 94; (11) A-2,.p. 97; (12) A-1, p. 623
~ {13) A-2, p. 1063 (14, 15) 4-2, p. 1073 (16) A-2, p. 108,
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When eneny reinforcements did not appesr at the alratrip on 17 Mey,
_ Goionsl Hunter concluded that the Japaneae did not hold Myitkyine in strength,
80 he decided to attempt to take the city before they cduld reinforce their
gafrison. (17) | | i
One battalion of the 89th Chinese Regiment which hed arrived by air

from Ledo would defend the airstrip (18) while two battalions of the 150th
:Regiment attacked Myitkyina. The remaining battalion of the 150th Regiment
.iauld be'ip reserve &t the strip. Part of the lat Merauder Battallon would
hoiﬁ the ferry.terminal at Pamatl, while the remsinder of the battelion
“would contimue toward Zigyun to secure the ferry crossing south of the
oity.  (19) |

| By 181000 May, Lieutenant Colonel Osborne's group took Zigyun.

- During the 18th the two battalions of Chinese attacked Myitkyina from
~ the north. (20) Gobd progreas was msde and after taking the reilroad

station in the center of the town, the attacking force got out of ocontrol,

- due, primarily, to the looting of a jewelry store and the discovery of &

supply of nstive liguor. (21)

During the night 18-19 May, spproximately 1000 Japamese reinforcements
‘arrived, and on the morning of the 19th counterattacked, end the Chinese
withdrew to = 1ine about 800 yards west of the town. There they dug in.
'(22) (See Map C) |

| On the 19th,_K-Forco; consisting of the 3d Marauder Bsttalion and the
Chinese 88th Regiment, arrived and took Cherpate. The 3d Battalion dug in
.aréund the village Fhila the Chinese éBth Regiment moved to the southwest
..On 8 1ine extending roughly from Charpate to the railroed. (23) (See Map G)

' _.On the same day, the elements of the lst Battalion who were holding |
'Pamgti were relieved by a compaﬁy of Chinesse aﬁd tﬁqy'took up positions along
“the Nanﬂ'cﬁi_lﬂiver,' south of the town of Namkwi. (See Map G) |
(17) A=2, p» 108; (18, 19, 20) A-2, p. 109; (21) Personal knowledge; (22,

23) A-"‘zg-p_o 1%0
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~ During the eveniﬁg of the 19th, M-Force reached Nemkwi, i1l and wesk
froﬁ hunger, for the supplies of food which they had antieipated during the
trip had not been dropped . After getting food from H-Force, they out-
" posted Nemkwi. (24) (See Mep C)
| The Allled troops were now disposed in a semiclrecle covering ell ep-
.proaches from the northwest, west, sonthwest, and south. Japanese reinforce-
ments could foach Myltkyina only from across the Irrawaddy Rivert#* or along
the Myitkyins - Mankrin or Myitkyina - Redhapur Roeds. So far, enemy ac~
tivity was slight 4n this afea. (25) (See Map C)

The Japanese succeeded in reinforeing the Myitkyina garrison and hy
23 May were passing over to the offensive., (26) |

. At 2200 on the night of 23 May, the enemy attacked Charpate. The atteck
was repulsed but on the 24th they attaoked again end took the town. The
3d Battalion retired to the railroad 2% milea to the south. (27) (See Map D)

- On 26 may,_the eneny attacked and took Nemkwi and the 2d Battalion
pulled back to a ridge about halfway to Myitkyina. (28)

On 27 May, Company C of the 209th Engineer Combat Battalion, which had
.been working.around the airstrip, was attached to the 2d Battallon and shortly
thereafter the 2d Battalion wes evacuated to Ledo, leaving the company of
engineers to carry on. (29)

The 1st and 3d Battalions were now both back near the airatrip, both
badlw'depleted. Evacuations had reduced the Harauder atrength of about 700
bynl-Juna. Evacuationa contlnued until by 15 July there were less than 200
original Marevders left in the Myitkyina ares. (30) .

Let us now leave the Myltkyina scene and return to the States for the
Eackgraund to the second chapter of the Mylitkylna operation.
| &n late March 1944, organizationa in the States were canvassed for'
volunteera for a special aaaignment in the troplecs, with no further information
*#411 Americen combat operations in Burmm were supplied by air drop; (24, 25)
A=2, p. 111; ***This river was 600 yards wide and very faet; (@b) A-2, p. 110,

111, (27, 28, 29) 4-2, p. 112; (30) A-2, p. 118, e }
g : ¢



a8 to the nature of the assignment. Qualifications ware elther experience
with troploal troops or duty in the tropics and basic srm - Infantry, (31)
The volunteer status was £illed 100 per.cent as far as officers were
ooncérnhd, with the exceptlon of a couple of medics who were given no cholce.
- Most of the officere came from two sourcess about 36 from the 28 Filipino
Infantry Regiment_and the remainder ffom.the 718t Light Division (Mountain
Infantry from Camp Carson, Colorado). (32) Many of the officers from the
718t Division had had tropical experience but the officers from the 2d
" Filipino Regiment were accepted under the'erroneous impression that because
they were with a Filipino outfit they were jungle trained, (33)
,The.ehlisted 8lde presents a different pleture. They came from just
~ about everywhere and from almost every brench of service, and, as far as I
ﬁm able to ascertaln, notlmore thaﬁ 100 in the total of 3000 had volunteered.
._(34) They were mainly Shanghal's castoffs, misfita and men whom someone wanted
rid of for oﬁe reagon or another. These people were assembled at Fort Meade
~and augmantqd_by aﬁ edditienal group of odda.and ends that_weré at Fort Meade,
men who hed missed other shipments by being in hospitel, AWOL, etc. (35)

_ The.officera spent gbout ten days at Fort Meade being processed and
waitihg. During this tine they.had no definite idea that they were gding to
_tgké enlisted men over. (36) The afternoon that they left Fort Meede for
.Gamp Patrick Henry, they were teken to a 1oading point and there, for the
firat timé, receivéd shipping lists and saw their men. (37)

 Two days were gpent at Camp Patrick Honr& in checking equipment and
;breparihé‘to sail, (38)
. The group bdarﬁed the USS General H. W, Butner on 24 April end sailed
&t 1830 that qvéning. The group was not combat loaded, (39)
(21, 32).Statement by it Col A. K. Harold, then Ex0, 3d Bn, 5307 Composite
Unit; (33) Statement by Capt James D. Holland, then CO, Hq Co, 3d Bn; (34)
Personal knowledge, reault of talking with the men, other officers, etoc;
(35) Statements of offlcera comprising shipment, many of whom served with
‘these men; (36) Statement, Lt Col Harold, then ExO, 3d Bn, 5307 Composite

Unit; (37, 38, 39) Statements by Lt Col Harold, Capt Holland and other offi-
cers of shipment, 9



On board, organizations were split and serambled. Some of thé meén were
in compartments commanded by Air Corps officérs of & different unit shipping
on:the gsame boat. There was neither apace nor opportunity for.any kind of
organizational ectivity. (40) The whole lot was commended by Trasnporta-
.tion Corps eascort officers who had one missions to delliver this crowd in
Bombay and get a receipt. These TC officers and the so-called "convoy offi.

- cers" complemented each other in forming the perfect useless team.?)

On 18 May, the ship'slﬁewapaper carried a story of the fall of Myltkyina
and many aboard wondered if they would ever see that part of the world. A
1ittle over two weeks later, many of these men were dead at Namkwi. (41)

The ship arrived off Bombay on 26 May., Before docking, a Lieutenant
Colonel from General Merrill's staff came eboard. All officers were assembled
in the ship's wardroom and this officer informed them that they were to join
thé Marauders in forming a light division. He agtated that they would train
.in Indie &8 8 regiment, and then join in the Burma fight. He did say that
the present situatlon was in a state of flux and plans were subject to
change. (42)

The troops debarked in battallion order, wearing woolen OD uniforms,

Cheuisd dgovst ofinieds sE

field jackets, full paqkq,”qﬁf carrying overcoatsJ(’(This in Indla in May.)

By L. CEsEET G ETheR {83V

The lst Battalion disembarked first (upon reaching Myitkyina, this unit was

T

redesignated the 3d Battalion; henceforth, I will refér to it a8 the 3d Batf
talion) and immediately boarded a "troop train" for the trip across India.

_ There apparently was no planning connected with tha tranaportation'
scross India by anyone iﬁ.authority. Troops aufféred for lack of water, and
upon arriving at Remgarh on the 30th, after four hot, dusty days, no one was
prepared to receive the battallon. Apparently they had not been advised of
its coming, (43)

(40, 41, 42) Stﬁtemnta, Lt Col Harold, Capt Hollend, end other officers of
shipment; (43) Statement, Maj Holland and other offlcers of this bm.
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The battelion was finally billeted in some tents and an 1mpfowiaed megs
:-;ﬁaa set up to serve K-rations, tea, and lemonade. (44)
i: -After gome hurried staff confersnces, things began to heppen. Planes
fﬁére flown to Celcutta for'ﬁeapons. Lieutenant Haraldson, designated Bat~
;_.thlion S-4, began to issus this hodge-podge assortment of weepona at 2000
%that nights oarbines, Ml's; 038, 45~caliber piatola,*%émd's and Les-
éEﬁfielda. That night the battalion was alerted for an air 1ift to Burma. I(45)
: The Battalion Commander tock off in the firat plane with moat of hia
;dtaff, leaving no one in definite charge of the battalion. The Battelion
| éHaadquartﬁ'ra Gompariy-GOmmarnder took:off in plane No. 2 andllande_d at Chabua,
' éindia; and found gfeat d;fficulﬁy in obteining transportation to get to Burma.
_ ;Nﬁ one seemed to be advised of their coming or knew vhat to do with them.
éﬁaptain-Holland, later Haﬁor, talked the base commander at Chabua into fur-
%niahiﬁg_another'pian to complete the trip. The first plane carrying the
| éBattaiion coﬁmander had alfeady left for Burma. The groups that were follow-
éing thé Battallion CO's plane hed no idea uhere;théy were going. They were
?not briefed - had no maps or orders. What little information they did get
%waﬁ from the pilots of the planes. (46) |
; In splte of thé lack of planning,'the battalion managed to reach Myit-
'kyina after tWo days of confusion and tis~ups.* |
The following day was spent in attempting to organiza this group into a .
tacticel battelion, This wae easier said then dene. With absolutely no
.knovledge bf their mnn,_ali the officers could do wﬁs line them up and ask
-for all those who had ever fired a machine gun, a mortar, ete., or who had
any special tﬁaining. Captain Hollend, the Commender of Headquariers Gompanj,
assisted by Lieutenant McFadden the Battalion S-1 and with the ald of the |
-shipping lists, attempted as ba#t'he could to essign the men according to.MOS.
(44; 45, 46) Stetement, Maj Holland and other officers of ﬁhis bn; #*The men

and officers arrived at Myltkyina stlll carrying baggage, Ly bags and suit-
cases. ‘

9?3*'5; _ 1



~nhumbers wheﬂevar posaible, although the percentage of infentry men was small,
Men who had appsrently never done anything became riflemen end medics.  (47)
- The Heavy Weapons Company was equipped with three castoff 81 mm mortara

(ﬁlus an extra base plate) and four heavy machine guns, all of which had béen
through the Marsuders' campaigns and were in foul condition. The few 60 mm
ﬁortara iéauad fo the Rifle Companles were from the same source. Communica-
tions equipment congisted of a few SCR 596 radios and a few field telephones
with some salvage wire. (48)
o The battelion was then given the mission of setting up a perimeter
defense of the airstrip and immediately did so, (49)

. The 24 Battalion, after similar experiences and difficulties, arrived
at Myltkyina during 1, 2, 3 June, went into bivouae northeast of the air-
strip, and on 5 June took over the perimeter defense of the aiﬁstrﬁp from
the 3d Battalion. |

1

Now begins the most tragic and controversial episode of thiﬁ-!hola CaRi-
paigﬁ. |
| Acoording to wany of the company grade officera, they were told that
fhoy were going out on a "Field Problem" when the battelion moved out from
the airstrip on 5 June; (50)

The battaiion, loas K.Gompany which hadlbeen assigned a geparate miesion,
bivouacked about two miles southesst of Nemkwi.

(47) Statements, Lt Col Harold, Maj James D. Holland, and Lt Patsy Algleri,
then Ex0, Hq €0, and Plat Ldr of the 3d Bn, respectively; (48, 49) Statement,
Maj James D. Holland, then Bn Hq Co CO; "This bn boarded a troop train et
Bombeay four hours behind the 3@ Bn, but duve to British hospitelity and the re-
merkeble inefficlency of the Indian railway syetem, this grew into & 36«hour
interval. The train wae watered at Bombay and by the end of the second day

. hed not been resupplied. The Bn Comdr put two officers in the cab with pilstols
end refused to allow the train to move until a supply of water was put aboard.
It was not until then that they got the first inkling of what wes in store for
them. A British official sppeared greetly sgiteted, Informed them that they
were & high pricrity shipment, grestly needed in Burma, and couldn't stop for
auch trivial things as weter. He threatened with court-martiels and firing
squads, but the train did not move until water was put aboard. (Statement,

It Col H. K. Harold and other officers of this bn.); {50) Statement, Lt
Algieri, ldr of 1st Plat, L Co, 3d& Bn.
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_Thaf night a Lieutenant Colonel joined the battalien whose place in
the ploture hes nﬁver.boen mede clear. He:aoted a8 a sort of advisor and
éave the battellon 1ite miﬁaien, which was to take Nemkwi, then turn right
ngd drive on to'the'Irranaddy'River. (51) They were told that there was
ﬁbdut one platoon of Jepansse in the ares and that they were in bed shapeé.
(52) This waes the firet of a'iong series of misinformation that plagued
this battalion. | o

.The officers and NCOts Spént moat of the night Instructing thg men in
the use of théir weapons. Meny of them hed never seen an M1 or a TSNG and
the great mejority had had little or no range firing. (53)
.' Captain Brubeck¥ who up until this time was not sure of his place in
- ihe battalion because of the indecialon of the Battalion Commander was finally
fold that he was in command of the Heavy Weapons Company. He spent the re-
' ;ainder of the day end night canvassing the battalion for men with experience
to_fiil out his MG and:mortar crews. (54)
| _' The'battalion was to attack wlth two companles abreasti II Gompény on
the left wiﬁh ite flank on the Nemkwi River and L Company on the right with
_ita_flank on the railrosd. On the right of the rallroad was & unif of the
- 236th Engineer Combat Battalion. Captain Brubeck wes to provide support with
~ his Bi mm mortafa from the high ground on the south side of the paddy field
(ses Map D). The heavy MG's were_attgched-to L Company. There were NO
RESERVES. (55) | |

Three phese lines were eatabliahéd and tﬁese were drawn on all of the
serial photos that were avellshle and 1ssued to the officers. The companies
were to move forward until phase line one was reached.  Helt there end send
out patrols to reconnoiter to the'front,'then move forward to the second and
fhird-linpé'in'a similey nanner. |
| '(51, 52, 53) Stgtament, uaj James D. Holland, then CO of Bn Hg Co; *This
very efficient officer later won the DSC in the final attack on Myltkyins;

(54) Told to the author by Capt Brubeck, then CO of M Co, 3d Bn; (55)
Statement by Ma] Holland, then CO, Bn Hq Co.
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_ Many of the officers in the attacking companies and apperently all of
"~ the men were undqr the impression that they were going'on a Field Problem. (56)

The compahies moved out end the first phase line was reached without

incident.-' | |

~ Soon after leaving the first.phase 1ine, the unlts lost contact with
‘each other and shortly after orossing the paddy fleld the companiea were out
of radio contect with battelion due to the short range of the SCR 536 radlos.
| Thay c;ntinued on. The men taking no interesﬁ in the "problem" appeared
‘bored with the whole thing., (57) | |
| Haelfway to phase line 2, the leader of the lat Platoon of L Company
noticed aome officer equipment on the trail with ?100d on it, dut atﬁached
no importence to it as he hed been told thﬁt thsré had been 2 few Japa in
i.lthe aﬁea-buﬁ they had been cleangd:out.i However, he was suspicious enough
to warn Sergeant McDowell, his plaioon sergeant, to be alert. (58)

The companies orossed the flooded paddy fileld. The men were heing
“hurded forward, bored with the whole affair when suddenly the Japanese opened
up with mortar, rifle and wachine-gun fire. Men went down; near penic ensued.
‘The officers making a gellant attempt to eatabliah;order end to press the
attack were going down 1ike ten pins. Almost complete disorganization was
prevented frém.becoming a route only through the herole actions of Lieutenants
Schwarte*, Ken Cempbell, Jim Applegate, Jim Blocker, Billy Payne, Patsy
Algieri, I Compaﬁf'a lat Sérgeant whose name I do not recall, and Lieutenent
Mitchell who was wounded. Captain Corey, Commander of L Company, and hia
radib operator.were killed in the first few minutes and the redio deatroyed. (59)

 The leader of the 1st Platoon of L Company, who was next to the railroed,
ﬁetermined that the fire on hia platoon wes coming from the vieinity of a
t56)f3tatement; It &lgieri, ldr of 1lst Plat of L.Go, and later CO of L Co,
following the death of Capt Corey in thia action; (57, 58) Statement, Lt
Algieri, then 1dr of lst Plat, L Co; *Later killed in the Central Burma

Campaign; (59) Statements, Maj Holland, Lt Algieri. Much of the information
. wag told to the suthor by officera present after he joined the bn..
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failroad bridge to his right. His platoon sergeant reported meny men were

hit. The Pletoon Leader, Lieutenent Algleri, sent out two rumners, one to

the left in an effort to contact the 2d Platoon on his left and the other

to the rear to obtain support from the machine-gun end morter sections that

. were supposed tp be followlng the lat and 24 Platoong. Soon these runners

reported that they ocould not contact elther one. He then ordered his platoon
éérgeant, Sergeant McDowell, to employ all the autometic weapons against the.
bridge while he attempted to pull back the platoon with the woundedf (60)

During the wlthdrawal, the ﬁen of the liéht machine~gun and mortar sec-
tione weré dlscovered aiﬁting under & group of trees smoking, The fuming
Pl&toon Leader, demending to know the reason for this, wes fold thet they had
heard the firing but thought it waa-part of the problem and so did not bother
to investigate. The plaetoon had elght wounded, one of whom was to die wpon
reachiﬁg the aid station. (61}

A noige wes heard from the other side of the rallroad. Upon investigating,

Lisutenant Algleri discovered the combat engineers diggling in there. They

Joined forcee and dug in. The engineers had a radic and Lieutenent Algieri

contacted battelion and was informed that the ba&talionfhad withdrawn tb its
6rigina1 pogltion on the south side of the paddy fileld and for him to étay
where he was for the night and rejoin the_battalioﬁ next day. (62)

Upon rejoining the battallon the followihg dey, he was informed that he
vas in commend of the company as the Company Commandeyr, Captain Corey, hed
besn killed. (63) |

Casualties in the battalion were very heavy, incluﬁing 12 officers. (64)

Two daya later, on 8 June, the battalion was moved to the vicinity of
the roadlfork at Rédhapur {seo Map D) where it remained for one day. (65)
 The following dey, it moved on to Menkrin on the river (see Mep D) with-
out oppositipn, thus cutting the enemy route from Hyitkyina to the north.
(60, 61, 62, 63, 64) Statement, Lt.Algiari, then 1dr, 1st Plat, Co L; (65)

Stetement, Maj James D. Holland, then CO, Bn Hq Co,
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It then turned south with its left flank on the river, and had the oppor-
tunity been properly explolted could probably have advanced almost to Myit-
kﬁina. Howafar, the enemy was given adequate warning and the’ epportunity
_ias lost; K Compaqy wes sent out to reconnolter the area. All wes qulet
and everything appeared clear when suddenly the enemy attacked. The compeny
" broke and fell baék in confusion ieaving their wounded and dead. The twice
wounded Company Commender, Captein McMasters, was killed while trying to
relly his men, (66) |

The next day, the battalion attacked and moved forward about 150 yards,
- then stelled and the men dug in. They had advanced far enough to recover
gome of thei: dead. In gome cases these were found to have been mutilated.
(67) Thie fact poaed.a new morale problem for.the officers., The men de-
veloped a morbid fear of heving thelir bodies fall into the hands of the
_enamj’. (68) o - |

-Half-haarted:atﬁacks.were continued for the next two deys without gein-
.ing a yard. (69) The battalion remained here until 24 June when they were
relieved by the Zd Battalion. (70} | |

The 3d Bettalion then moved back to the airstrip and took over the de-
fensive perimeter that wes vacated by the 24 Battalion. (71)

The suthor took commend of Company K on 15 July 1944. At that time,
the company was occupying a section of the parimﬂter around the airstrip.
It wes during the monscon season and the raln and sun slternated during the
day wiﬁh.the rain‘daminating the night. The men were in pitiable condition.
Many did not have either blankets or shelter halfs and were simply 1iving on
fha graﬁnd wifhdut the slightest cover, exposed to the elements. Sleeping
~in rain and mud. Many were even without tollet artlicles. Their weapons
for the most part wers 1n a rundown cdﬁdition due to a lack of cleaning
(66, 67)-S£atement, T/Sgt Newman, Plat Sgt, Co K; (68) Peraonal knowledge;
(69, 70, 71) Statement, Lt Algiexi, then CO of L Co.
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- materiels aﬁd a general feeling of despsir and bitterness that permested
the whole battalion. (72) |
| Every effort on my part to obtaln supplies was unsuccessful .¥ The |
ﬁattalion Comﬁander would refer me to the-3;4 and the S-4 insisted that he
tried.many times and could not get any supplies. He atateé that he éevefal
'timeq reqnesfed'the Battalion Commander to do something ebout it but with
' no results.

A startling contrast wee immedistely apparent between the miserable
conditions exisﬁing in the companies and the relatively régal'aplendor of
the Battalion CP. This consisted of a British wall tent for the exclusive
use of the Battalion Commander and three American pyramidel tents forlthe
staff end the remeinder of the CP personnel. In the CO's tent was a sand-
bagged foxhole at ieaat eight feet deep., Next to it wes another excavation |
#ix feet deep, six.feet'long and three feet wide, lined with sandbags and
| with an additionsl four feet of ﬁandbaga pretruding above the ground. At
the bottom of this excavation was a c¢ot wlth numerous blankets and four
.chaira with two folded blankets on each chair as cushions. (Many.men in my
company were without blankets.) Numerous scuvenirs and two orderlies com-
pleted the pleture.

The following days were a struggle against the weather, officlal apathy.
-and negligence, and a general feeling of suapicion, bitterness and despair,
to try to whip the compeny into conditlon for what I was certain waé in the
bffing - & death struggle against the enemy in Myitkyina. My chlef concern
ﬁae in correcting the meﬁtal attitude:of the men. There existed an under-

current of distrust. Every new project or field exeroclese was greeted with
auspioibn.*#

Second in importence was instruction in the cere and use of their weapons,

and third; organization., Although these men had been essoclated as a company
(72) Personal knowledge; *The moét-aerious shortege from & tactical point of

view was in entrenching tools. Less than half the compeny had shovels.
#¥The term "problem" had an ominous meaning for these men.
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for six weeks, they were so spread out, occupylng such a large section of
the perimeter gnd almost never asgembled, that ontside of their own squeds
énd, in many ceses within squads, they still did not know or have any con-
fidence or trust in each other. |

To correct this, I assembled as many &s possible and as often as possible
for informational talks and instruotion. I required daily inspections of
ieapona and succeeded in impresaing on the men the vital necesslity of keeping

' thelr weapons in sﬁnh condition thaﬁ they could be depended on in any emer-
géncy. ‘I preached the great importance of teamwork and the right of every
soldler to feel that he could sbsolutely dépend on the man on his right and
on his left tc do his part as they moved forward in the atiamock,

At the seme time diselpline was not overlooked. I refused to allow them
to feel sorry for themselvea., They were required to shave dailly. It wes
necesgary for many wen to share thelr razors with others.
| On 25 July I wae inetructed to send a reprosentative to go with the
Battalion Executive Officer, Major Harrold#*, to reconnolter a new area that
the battalion was to occupy. It was understood that the 3d Battalion would
ocﬁupy a position extending from the rifle range to the 236th Engineer Bat-~
talion area, thus relieving two Ch;neaa battalions and the 236th Engineers.

" This would have given us e front of about 2000 yards.

The next ﬁorning, 26 July, the battalion, under the Executive Of ficer**,
moved out and after proceeding for about two hours, we were about to move into
the new positions when some runners met the cblun£ with inetructions for the
battalion to move into the ares behind the engineers. We did as directed
and blvouacked along the road to Radhapur. (S8ee Map D} The engineers moved
out apd the Battaliou CP wag established in the one vacated by the engineers.

- Late thatlafternoon I was instrueted to report to tﬁe Battalion CP.¥x¥
iThare-I found the other Company Commanders, the Executive Officer, and.staff,
4Tt wes & tragedy of venk that this officer wes not in command of the bnj

#%The Bn Comdr had gone up to the Regtl CP at the road fork at Radhapur; *¥#
The Bn CP wa® about 1200 ydes south of my Co area.
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but the Battalion Gommander'ias not ﬁresent. Everyone wes simply sitting
around and waiting - walting for what, no one knew of_showed much 1nteréat
in --a1l appesred bored. . I asked, "What's up?" Someone mumbled, "“Who

| knows 7

Along toward dusk, the Battalion Commender ceme in. No one paid any
attention-fo him nor he to anyone else. He was 1nlnb hurry and gave not
the'alighteat indication that eanything unusual was afoot. He spoke a few
words to diffqrent people around the CP and had some coffee. Time was the
least of hig worrles. I was getting impatient as were the others. About
-thirty minutes after he arrived, he called the Company Commanders together
* and informed us that we would ;ttack-tha nsxt'morning at 0500, The formation
would be & column of compenies with the companies in & column of platoona.*

My compaﬂy was to lead the attack, followed by I, L, end M. One platoon of |

- L Company under Lieutenant Lee Nelson was acroass the Irrewaddy River under
direct control of Task Force Haadquartéra.** The I & R Platoon, under

| Lieutenant Jordan Adking*** was on the river at Pamati, slso wunder Tagk Foroce

Headqparters;. _ _

The plan was to attack directly across a flooded paﬁdy field nearly 400
yardé-wide (see Map E), and establish a perimeter on the other side. No
further mission wes given, but everyone assumed thet after bullding up suppliea
we would continue the attack 1nﬁo Myitkyine. L Compeny's misslon was to turn
north and defend against Japanese force supposed to be between us and the 2d
Battalion. The 24 Battalion was then occupying a position soﬁﬁh of Mankrin
and they too were to attack on the 27th. _

.Thé attgék wag to be aupporﬁed:by & 30-minute artillery preparation that
wag tﬁ atart at 0430,
'*Stipulating the company formation by the Bn Comdr waa a violation of American .

teachings; **The "Myitkyina Task Force" comprised all of the Allied troops
besleging uyitkying, #¥¥K1lled in action in the Central Burma Campaign.



The plen was to have my company move out at 0415 to & point about 150
_yﬁrdé from the enemy side and ﬁhen welit for the artillery to open. When
the artillery lifted at 0500 we wore to move in. This plan I considered
a8 unnecessarily risky. The field was covered with water - in some places
knee deep - ard a bodj of troops moving acroas in the stillness of early
worning would probably alert the enemy into firing his FPL. Inasmuch as
there was no cover available, this cowld result in exceadsive casualtles and
would probably cause the attack to fail.¥
| My suggestion Tas to wait until the artillery opened and then to move
out under cover of the noisa; We had nothing to‘éain by pnving ocut early
gnd everything to lose. This suggestion was ignored.

. I was to have the head of my company on the rosd oppesite the Battalion
CP at 0330. There i would pick up one platoon of heavy machine guns that
wes to be in direot support of my company. I was to pick up one reel of
wire and then proceed on dewn to the jﬁmp-off point,

I was not satisfied with either the plan or the formation. The eritical
period in the attack would be-the few seconds from the time thelartillery
1ifted until we could reach the enemy position. Common sense dictated the
hécaaaity of getting =28 many men a8 poasible in on top of the eneny in the
. shorteat possible tima; This could only be accomplished by having two com~
panies gttack abreast and thén.oharging the enemy the moment the artillery
iifted. Going acroags in a column of platoons meant that only a fow men would
reach the enemy in the first oritical moments, leaving the remainder of the
battalion gpread out in a long column, completely exposed to any flanking
or morter fire that the enemy could bring to bear. Another grest disadvantage
wss in the necessity for reshuffiing troopes on the enemy sids in the face of
an almost certain counterattack.

_Hy greatest concern was the'reaction.of-the men if another blunder

#I was skeptical of the ability of these men to absorb heavy losses and atill
continue on. .
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occurred, I felt that I had succeeded in convincing them that from now on
. things would he différbnt, that all of the blundering was in the past. I
wes sure that another affair in which they were vnnecessarily cut up would
Qo disillusion them in their leaders that they would never become an effec-
tive force. |

Follcuiné the issuance of the order, the Battalion Commander said he
would show me the Jump-off point, We left the CP gnd_proceeded to a gpot
near the west side of the paddy field. In the gathering dusk, he pointed
fo the other side and saild to go across there.

Attacking across "'bhe'lré" appsared to me to be a formidable undertsking.
The place chosen wes the widest pert of the pad&y. I said, "OK" and we turned
back towarda the OP.

| As we walked back in the gathering darkness, he amgked me by saying,
"1l want you to bring your lieutenants up here and show tham‘the.ground and
bring your NCO'S up too. Make sure evéryone ia thoroughly oriented." He
_ completely ignored the fact that it was nﬁw almost dark and ny company was
over a half-mile distant.

I left him at the Battalion CP and proéeaded oﬁ down the road towards
ny compapy. I assembled wy platoon leaders and NCO's and told them the plan.
I had an aerisl photo of the ares over which we were going to attack and by
. the uge of a'flﬁahlighf I oriented them as best I could.

: ‘I ordered the compeny alerted at 0200. They were to be on the road at
_5230. | | |

The next morning we moved out on schedule, The night was pitch black.
As we moved oh down the roadfpast'ths I cbmpany area, that unit, waiting by
the side of the road, fel}i in behind. The night was so black it was 1like
ﬁalking thfough an ink well. Leading the ooiumn, I tried vainly to make out
aoma.lanﬁmark. After walking for ébdut twenty minﬁtéa, I heard some activity

~on the.side of the road. I suspected we were close to the point on the road
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where I wag to turn left to reach the jump-off point. I halted the column
and contacted the leader of the heavy machine gun platoon* that was to support
my coﬁpany and'told hin to follow my last platoon.

We moved'oﬁ to the edge of the paddy fileld. .It was now about 0345, I
formed the company as silently as possible and waited. |

The night before I hed impfeased on the leaders the vital necessity of
moving in fast the moment the supporting fires lifted. If discovered and
brought under enemy fire, the sengible way to go was forward. In any'baae,
no metter what happened, once we started across the paddy, no men would take
a backward atep. | |

For purposes of morale, I décided to lead the attack. Theloperation
looked 1like a suioidal one. I was uneasy that a sudden exposure to enenmy
.fire in thaf nsked field would cause a panic and failure. I wae certain
they would follow me.

0415 - We moved out.

We proceeded across as éilently as posslble until we reached a point
sbout 150 yards from the enemy side, I halted the column. I checked m&
watch -~ 0425 - not a sound from the enemy aide.

I now regretted that an ertillery preparation had been plenned. I wae
certain we could have moved in under cover of the inky blackness without
firing a shot. Too late now. I checked the time again - 0430 - when a
whistling swish - the artiliery was right on time.

The first few rounds fell short, ;eas than 50 yards from m& coMpany.

I was telling Sergesnt Smith, who was next to me carrying an SCR 300 radio,
_'to inform battelion the artillery was short snd to incresse the range when
an avalancﬁe descended right on top of the column and all the way back to
the Battalion CP.

| Smith said he could not contact battallon. I told the men to pesa the

1t Delores; wounded twice in the subsequent battle and winner of the DSC;
-geverely wounded a third time in the Central Burme Campelign.
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.thé'word back to stop the firing. "Stop the artillery" went roaring back
éldﬁg the column, but the artillery képt coming.
- The artillery that was firing wes one Chinese battalion of 105 mm guns
.firing from a position east of the airstrip end one Amerlcan battery of
75 (3 guns) from the vicinity.of the road fork at Radhapur. (See Map D)

I greetly feared this was the straw that would bfeak the camel's baék;
| Not a man broke., They held their general formations while taking as
'ﬁuch cover as possible. .I moved from squad to squad and told them to stand
firm end assured ‘them we would got it atopped asoon.

The fire thet was landing on the leading companias wes from the Chinese

'battalion of 105'a, The Battalion CP was being hit by the American 75's
from Radhapur. The American battery wae soon contaeted and its fire stopped,
but that did”the compenles no good, especially mine that was exposed in the
‘middle of the paddy iike ducks on.a pond.

My chief concern now was in maintaining our formation. The fire con-
ﬁinuad on a8 intensive as ever ae the hands on my watch moved closer to five
etclock. I oould not understand why this fire could not be atopped. Later
I was to learn of the inecredible fact that not only had the artillery not
been ragiatered in but that thsre was no communication with the Chinese
artillery, 8o the fire came down, mon were hit, and nothing could be done
about it.

f I checked the time - 0455. The first stresks of 1ight heralded the new

' day - only five mimites to go. I alerted my men and urged them to move in

;as repldly as possible the moment the fire lifted.

.Five o'clock! The fire begen to slacken. Get ready! I was toc optimls-
tic._ The artillery was supposed to fire from 0430 to 0500, Now at 0500,
vhen "cease Fire" should have been givan, it ecame down with greater intensity
than ever, most of it on ny coupany. The men flattened ss bealt they could

in the flooded field.
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Five paa£ five._ The fire continued. The morning now was ﬁecoming
rapidly lighter. The enemy side could be clearly ssen; so could the sitting
ducks. |

Ten past five - gysers erupting all over the area.

Five fifteen - no change. Broad daylight now.

‘Five twenty - wont those brew~--- ever stop? I looked back towards the
rear of the column., Everyone not in the paddy hed teken cover. The mortars
| fhﬁt were to support our crossing were not firing, the crews having been
“driven away from their guns by the fire.

Five twenty-two - fire began to slacken.

Five twenty-five - 5till Firing!

To hell with it - let's go!

The company moved forward &g one man,

We raced for the enemy side. Next to me wes Sergeant Smith and Privates
Sardella and Tickey, my runneré. Immediately behind me was Lieutenant Algieri
with Corporal Duncan lsading the lst Platoon. I glanced tq my left. _Sergeant
IPetet Peatrano, a tough Regular Army Indian, was driving forward.
| We galned the opposite aide. Two Jups in the first dugout died. Ten
yards in from the paddy®s edge, we knocked out s machine-gun crew of three.
Corporsl Duncen killed a Jap rifleman just beyond the machine-gun nest.

The lst Platoon was now driving up the trail. A machine gun opened into
their flank from a position alﬁost under my feet, it apparently wea firing
from the same dugout as the one we had just destroyed.* This aéqond gun was
_immadiately destroyed and three more Japs dled,

The 3d Platoon %28 now across and pushing to the aouth along the paddy.
:The 2d Platoon moved in on the left of the first. The Machine gun and
iwaapbna.Platoon was now over. We now had a half-moon perimeter with its
flanks on the paddy. I ordered the men to dig in quickly in anticipation

¥There were two separate dugoute and as far as I could see they were not
connected. This was unusual.
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of & counterattack., The machine guns were in position and Lieutenant Meade
began registering his mortars.

I Company was pouring over now,.the lst Platoon led by Lieutenant Newman.*
He asked, "Where do yoﬁ want ﬁs?" I pointed to the frail that separsted the
perimeter and told him to deploy from the trail to the left, that I Company
wounld océupy that part of the perimeter. When they were in position, I
movéd all of my ﬁan to the right sid[_of the trail. We then moved the whole
perimetor forward aboui 25 yards to make room for so many additionsl men.

:_ L Company followed, less one platoon**, and drove to the north to gusrd
égainat a.Jap force that was auppbaed to be between us and the 2d Battalion.
They established & mumber of-ouipoata to the north and west and reached out
és far as 900 to 1000 yards 6r almost to the 2d Battalion. They had no major
action here, but encountered numerous Jap patrols snd suffered cmaualties
| from.infiltrﬁtion groups. ‘ |

_ ¥ Company now ceme over and was a welcome addition, for by now the Japs
'were.puﬁting_hsavy pressure on ﬁy right. We soon determined that the enemy
was defending almost exclusively from the south (direction of Myitkyine).

We faced our whole 1line south with I OOmﬁany exterding to the eest. My iight
‘was now on the paddy with my left tied in with I Company on the north-south
: tfail. I Coﬁpany extended to the east 100 yarde and bent back to tie in
with M which guarded the rear of the perimeter.

| I had thrée wen badly wouﬁdaﬁ. Among other thinga we were not provided
" with stretchers. I told my Execﬁtive Offider to call and have some sent
.bver'if available. After a short conversation*¥ he said thére were none ét
#* This officer in the fighting around Myitkyine killed 27 Japenese, won the
DSC and Silver Star and had been wounded twice; **0One platoon was on outpost
duty across the Irrawaddy River; ¥*#I later learned that the Bn Hq Commandant
took the phone ¢all and requested the Bn Comdr for use of a stretcher that

he was using for a bunk. The answer was, "Let them use bamboe." This was

told to me by the officer who took the phone call while we both were patients
“at the 20ﬁh General Hospital, Ledo, India.
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battalion and that we would have-to construct stretchers from bamboo.* This
-wns.done and the wounded carried back across the paddy, which was under cone
stant'Japénzae sniper fire. |

‘From my right platoon came & report of a Jap aniper fhat was meking the
'right squad'e area untenabls. This platoon was dug in in very thick jungld
grawﬁh. Visibility wag limlted to a few yarda.. Bvery effort to locate him
was fruitlees. He had elready hit two men., I had been cheoking the peri-
meter and waes on my w#y to the Cf when I was told that he got snother. At
the CF my Executive Officer told me that the Battalibn Commander ordered
patrols sent out. ' _ . |

A8 we were talking, a shell exploded neer the edge of the iaaddy - not
twenty yards from us. .We took cover lnatantly, then a series of explosions
. raked the perimeter., Normslly an artiilory shell can be hsard coming in.

We had no warning that these were comling, The answer was obvious. The Japs
were firing a_field piaca'from such an extremely short range that the shells
Sxplcdod before the aound of the mizzle blast reached us. The soldiers im-
‘mediately named it'"Whiatling'ﬂillic“. It was not a:very appropriste name

Because it didn't whistle or mske any other noise until the explosion.

When the firing, which had only 1as£ed a few seconds atopped, I asked
‘the lieutenant if there was.agything speciel that the Colonel wanted the.
patrole to do. He gaid that nc mention waes mede of any specific mission,
just send out patrols.

| As we were talking, the phone rang. The 34 Platoon reported'another man
hit by the same sniper. . '

The phone rang again. It was the S-3., The Gblonel wanted to know if
.the'patrols had gone out, I asked him what the patrols were supposed to do,
If it was to locate the enemy, then there was no nzed‘for patrols. I could
throw a rock end hit & Jap in almost eny airection. He said the Colonel
*90% of our evacuations were by thfa'improviaed method. Two lengths of bﬁmboo

would be cut and together with s shelter half, railncoat or two or more fatigue
blouses, a suitable device could be made to carry the casualties. ,
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didn't state any mission, just send out patrols.*

I eelled my platoons and assigned eaéh a sector and told each of them
ﬁo_uend out a patrol. Platoon Sergeent Comnery, of the 3d Platoon, sent
yprd that he would lesd a patrol but he would "get that sniper firath,
_Thié gallant old Sergeant (5 years Marine mervice, 10 yeara Reguler Army
§arrying & gubmachine gun) walked boldly in the direction of the enemy. He
ﬁad not teken five ateps when he went down with a bullet through the heart.

Shortly thereafter all platoona reported their patrols fired on almost
immediétoly upon leaving the perimeter.

Thé remaindcr of the day was apeﬁt in improving our positions and in
Qtooking emmunition., For several houre this was accomplished by han@ cATTY
Bcross the paddy. These kids "run the gauntlet™*, many times carrying
mortar end small arms ammuhition from the battalion supply point., Then a
mule train wes made available. These were heavily ioaded at battalion with
ammnition and rations and.then led across. This greatly alleviated the
ﬁupply aitu#tion, but unfortunately the mules presented such a large target
thaf at least one and sometimes two were lost on each trip.-

‘To out down the casuslties of men and animels crossing this fileld, our
8l mm ﬁnrtara fired a smoke concentration along the edge of the paddy in en
effort to blind the Jap sniperb. This greatly aided the crossings.

dbout the middle of the forenoon, the Artillery Lisison Officer, Captain
McRee, introduced himaelf-to me. He waa attached from the Chinege artillery
..h'Group. He was to direct the American battery of 75'a based at Radhapur
This battery had only 3 guns and geldom had any ammunition. After each attack,
HcRag would have & few rounda fired to register on the FPL and that's all
they cbuld efford. They never had enough to support an attack and 8o we
| wiaely éav-d vhat they did have for emergency fires on the FFPL.#¥
*Patrélling_ffom a perimeter in the jungle while in close contect with the
Japs is the "most likely to succeed" method of comnitting suicide that has
yet been devised; #*The paddy was under constant sniper fire; ***Lt Col
Harrold, then Bn ExO, stated that he kept abreast of their supply status by

counting the rounds fired and many times they were below 50 on HE end in the
20'8 on TﬂP.
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ﬂa'dqsk was gathering, the phone rang. The Battalion Gomhandcr crdered
ne to send a ﬁhree-man patrol with en SCR 300 radlo into the village of
_ SEEEEF? which was on the northern edge of Myltkyina. They were to move out
after dark, pass through the enemy lines, enter the village, and report
'efery 20 minutes directly to battalion. This was an incredible order
:aﬁounting to almost a deatﬁ sentence for whosver was chosen.

An analysia of this mission revesls its suicidal character. These men,
bepides carrying the esszentisl weapons and equipment of war, were to teke a
i38-pound rddio end proceed one mile behlnd Japanese lines into an enemy-held
.villago and, furthermore, on a night mission where silence is paramount,
they were to open a 300 radic with ite resulting noise every 20 minut#s all
_durlng the night, ‘then make their way back agein through enemy lines end find
thelr way into a amall perimeter.¥ Asgide from thé extreme danger, thelr
_chances of obteining any useful mllitery information was ﬁractically nil,
:Nhedloas to aq&, the patrol did not get very far. The enemy, alweys dis-
aéreeable ebout such things, soon convinced the patrol leader that the paths
to Sitapur led but.to the grave. After two futile attempte he withdrew back
into tha perimeter commenting audibly snd quite profanely on the anceatry of
certain leaders. ' ‘
| IThe remainder of the night was quiet save for ﬁhe bursting of grensdes
- thrown by our men &8 they hesrd or imagined they heard or saw Jeps attempting
1nfi1tration**.and the herassing enemy mortar fire.

. The next morning the Bettalion Commander again ordered patrols outb.##¥
+0ur perimeter was not over 200 yds in diamefer;_**ﬁ favorite trick of the
Japanege was to arouse our men into firing, eéspecially thelr sutomatic
weapons in an attempt to locate them, then to orawl forward en inch at &
time and grenade them. Each night we stocked each foxhole with all avallable
grenades and warned the men NOT to fire during the night except to stop an

attack; ingtesd to throw grenasdes &t suspected enemy. This proved quite
productive. Beveral mornings dead Japs were found close to the perimeter;

- *##%xIt was the concensus of all officers in contact with the Japs that pa-

trolling under existing conditions wae stupid, wasteful of manpowser and morale
wearing with no compensating resulis. We knew where the snemy wes, his ap-
proximate strength and weepons. Patrols could not obtain any information that

- we did not alresdy know. The enemy was trapped in the Myitkyine eres without

hope of reinforcements. The only sensible course to follow wes to stockpile
ammnition and attack until he wes ‘destroyed.
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I determined to make them strong end to support them with mortars if
necessary. I ordered each rifle platoon to send out a seven man patrol,
gave each_a_definite gsector, provided them with radios. I contacted the
Haavy'Weapona Compeny Commander** and requested mortar support in case they
got -into trouble. |

The patrols moved cut;short]y.thereafttr, they reported contact with
the enemy; The patrol from the first platﬁan was e§ident1y in trouble, I
went ovef to the Heavy Weapons Company area. Captein Brubeék was tealking
over the radio.” His Bl mm mortare were firdng. The patrol wes being fired
on by two meehine guns and the patrol leader wes attemﬁting to direct the
__hortar fire on these guns. They were not getting anywhere, claiming they
céuld not see thé burst in the brush.
N I asked him where they were, He replied, "To the right of the treil
and about‘lOO yards from the perimeter."
I walked doﬁn the trail, I heard firing but could not ses anything.
I contipued on about 100 yards, Off to the right of the.trail'was 8 huge
_bomb cratof. In it.was.the patrel deployed around the run. The leader was
talking over the radio, The firing was from e position further on., I walked
- Yo the edge of the crater. One of the men locked up at me and sald, "lou
better get down, Csptain, there's a machine gun behind you." I jumped imnto
the orater and inétantly two guns opened fire, one from a position across
the tréil directly behind where I had been standing and the other from 6ff
fo our left front. I attempted to iocate these guns and could now understand
the difficultf the patrol lesder hed encountered directing morter fire from
this position. The machinégun fire waS skimming the top of the creter. It
was very dengerous to éhanne more than a glimpse over the top. The surround-
ing ares wﬁa daverad with a thick undergrowth, The mortar bursts could not
be aeen. _ |
#Capt Brubaék, the same officer who was glven comrand of the Hv Wpns Co as

it wae moving toward contact with the Japs at Namki on the "Problem", He
won. the DSC for extraordinery heroism at Myltkyins.

29



' "i‘he firing to our front wes from the patrol from the 2d Platoon which
waé in a fire-fight with a group.of enemy about 25 yardﬁ south of the crater.
.I crawled toward them and directed the patrol leader to withdraw to the
parimeter'ahd I would cover him with the patrol in the crater. I crawled
ﬁack to the creter, and after they had paéaed us, all erawling, I ordered
the men with me to crawl back towards our linba; VWhen the last man had moved
_6ut safely, I followed, by now pretty well fed up with the stupid patrolling.
o Shortly aefter noon, I noticed a curious activity on the other side of
the paddy. About 50 yards out from the bank were four men who appeared to
be walking double sentry duty. They were walking back and forth as if on
| guard, I geked my Executive Officer what they could posaibly be doing other
than trying to commit sulcide. He studioé them a whille and seild, "Boaf's me.n
I teld him to oall battalion and find out.

- By this time, I was prepered for elmost anything emenating from the
.Battalion CP,'ﬁut this was a classic.

~ The Battalion Commander himgelf was geing to droaa the paddy to joln
his battalion that had been fighting glone for a dey and a half; that is,
| he would cross under cerﬁain conditions. The dey before, when the snipers
were g0 active, was not the time, iven though the passage was made many times
by privates carr&ing ammunition over and wounded back.

This morning hed been quiet as far aé aniping wag coneerned, probably
‘because of the patrolling, Still, anything so indispenssble could not take
éhances. To meke sure, he ordered these men to move out into the psddy to
eot a8 a decoy. They H@%g{back and forth to see if they would draw fire,*
| The'unpredictabie Japs did not fire. Reassured, he loaded two mules
-ﬁith hiﬁ peraohal equipment. These formsd part of the next train to eroas.
.?thhing that had happened uﬁ.tb this time po clearly demonstrated how B
utterly unfit this men wes to command snything. A&side from & complete dise
regard for other people's lives, he had not the slightest conception of

tactics. Throughout the entire cperation, his chief concern waa in his
own comfort and welfare, ' ' :
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The_mortars fired the usual emoke concentration and the train started out.
They reached the middle of the paddy when they were bruught'un&er fire from
the same ares as the day before, On this trip two muiea were lost, but they
 were carrying ammunition. The first shot changed the Golonel's march teble.
He made a quick_estimate of the situation and decided he was more valuable
with the homeguard. |
| The remainder of the dey was uneventful., Firing wase spasmodié around
the perimeter. "Whistling Willie" peid his respects a few times and, of
aourse, the snipers fired on anything that crossed the pﬁ&dy.
The night wgs'quiet gave for the usual grenades and harassing morter fire.
The next afternoon, 29 July, Captain Brubeck, the Heavy Weapons Company
'.Gommander, got & call from battalion. He wes ordered to attack with the
forces across the paddy, less L Company, which wes on outpost duty to the north.
The three Company Commanders got together and determined on a plan. The .
terrain and slze of our force ruled out any maneuver. We declded to attack
atraight south with our right on the péddy. Morters of the Heavy Weapons
Company and the 60&aﬁiﬁrthe:Rifle Companies wonld support the attack.¥
We jumped off and from the sﬁaft-the going was very aloﬁ. The jungle
growth in front of my company wes 50 dense, viaibility was limited to & few
yards. ‘The terrain in front of I Company was more open, more in the nature of
hédgerows.but almost as hard to traverse., The Japs would.not back up a yard.
It was négeaaéry to kill each one individually and to grenede every dugout
. ar opening thet might possible house a Jap, I made my way over to my left
ﬁlatoon whose lefﬁ‘flank wad on the tréil, the boundery between I and K ‘
Companies; The aggressive Captain Brubeck was there, personally directing
the fire of his heavy machine gunners who were trylng to knock out some enemy
across the trail who were delaying the advence. The guns were right on the
front line. I made my way slong tpe line to my right platdon. They were

*The ertillery could not afford the ammunition.
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éﬁo@ped by & solid wall of interwoven jungle growth 8 feet high, broken only
bj‘one opening and only large enough to admit one man at a time. On the
énemy gide wes Sergeant Jasinsky, 1eéder of the second squad, and one of hls
men ehgaged'in a fire-fight with an enemy just a few yards to the front., On
our glde of the wall; Lieuien#nt Meade, my weapons platoon lesder, was re-
moving & mortar tube from the base plate.* He suggested pulling Jasinaky
back and let him drop & few on the Nipa.

I told Jgsinsky and the other men to pull back, He began to crawl back -
land'then-jumped up to dash through the opening. 4As he did so, & grenade came
hurtling towards him. The ﬁan with him screamed, "Down!, Jasinsky hit the
'éround the Instant the grenade exploded. He was not hurt and both men managgd
tonmake their way bagk. I noted from where the grenade ocame and Lieutenant
Meads began firing and brought the shells progressively closer until they
ﬁere'exploding leas than twenty yﬁrds to our front and on the spot where we
were certein the Jepe wers. Captaln Brubeck came up a8 this was going on
énd gfteé Meade hed fired a few rounds, Brubeck sald, "let's get the g-~-
.of bew--~2 and we rushed through the opening aﬂd in on tép of the Jsps, kill-
ing three not ten yarde beyond the hedge wail. The men now came pouring
through, fanning out to the right and left forming a skirmish line. I could
gee only part of_the line because of.the heavy growth. i direated the men
ltﬁ put a fresh clip in their weapons, keep contact to right and left, and
fire straight to the front as we went forward end to fire into any opening
"~ or olump of bruah or anybthing that could conceivably hide a Jap.

We went forward with marching fire, shooting up every clump, raking
QVery troe, and greneding every hole. We mede good progress, helting several
times to replenish ammnition.*#
‘#Thig officer was very accurate firing a mortar without the base plate, es-
pecially at such extremely close range as in this cese; ** This is an excellent
method to use with green troops. Men lined wp almost shoulder to shoulder glves
& feeling of gtrength and security .and the nolse of the firing constitutes a
favorebls morale factor. If inexperlenced troops can be kept firing, they will

continue to move forward. The one great dlesadvantage is the prodigious expen-
'diture of ammmition and the danger of the excited men firing thelr lest round.
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¥We reached our cobjective line about an hour.before dark. I helted the
company to regain control aﬁd to determine the exact location of the unit
on my left,’to insure that we were still in contact. | .

My redio operator said that the Baltalion Commander wished-to speak to
me. He asked me how things were going. I replied that we had reached our
, dbjactive and were prepering to orgenize a-defénse. He screamed; Keep
golng, keep going, gain as much as you can', Gompletely ignoring the fact
that we had only abowt one hour of deylight left.x

A Tew moments later, Csptain Brubeck ceme over. I remarked that we had
reached the designated.line but that the Battalion Commender had ordered the
__attack to continuve, He expressed his opinion, quite emphatically, and then
8aid, "Weli, I guess we better keap.going.“

From that point on we ran inte serlous opposition. We kept driving
forward through the tangled growth. My third pletoon, under Lieutenant Rowe,
- wag next to the paddy field. IA thick hedgerow now separated his platoon
from the rest of the company. I could not aee him but kept him abreast of
the company by verbal directions.

We. came to & trall running perpendicular to our line of advance. One
gside was bordersd by an old bamboo fence. I kicked a section of it down and
proceeded on through in a small clearing with thick, tall jungle growth on
all sides. Behind me was Private Cooper and geveral others were on theif
wey throﬁgh the fence,
| Iwo machine guns opened fire, one from my right front from a position
near the peddy field, the other from my left front. The first burst struck
Cﬁoper who was a few yards behind me, He said quistly, "I'm hit." I looked |
baék.. He was lying on his back., I seked him where he was hit and he ansa-~
ierid, "In the leg." Thsﬁ didn't sound very serious to me. I directed a
*Every attack over any iype of terrain against a ;;bpé?é_ inemy, especially
in the jungle should be halted at least one hour before dark to enable men
to dig in, site their weapons, and allow the mortars and artillery to regis-
ter on the FPL. This cennot be properly sccomplisghed in less than an hour,

The only exception to halting before dark 1s when the enemy is retreating
in disorder.
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goldier who was a few feet from Cooper to crawl over and help him.
R Liautehant Meade, ﬁy Weapons Platoon Leader, cames up to the fence and
~ asid, "It's getting derk. Whet are we going to do?" I said, "We'll dig
in along that ﬁrail and tie in with I Company." The soldier who was attamptf
_1ng to ald Gooper remarked that he couldn't get Cooper!s uniform off. I
tosaed him my trench knife and told him to cut it off. Then one of our ald
ﬁen, Pfe'Shappard*, camé running up and took charge of Cooper., I walked over
#o where they were wbrking_and for the first time reslized the seriousness
of his wound. The burst had ﬁorn a gep in his thigh, cutting an artery.
He bled profﬁsely. I ordered two soldiers to cut some bamboo and make a
1itter. Sergeant Jasinsky came up and when Sheppard had applied a tourniquet,
- he helped carry him back beybnd.the trail and into the perimeter. .Sheppard
gaie him d bbttle of plesma, the last he_had, but 1t was too late. Cooper
_ﬁﬁa dead., |

~From the time he was hit until he was car%ied back was less than tén
minutes,

No éingle évent of the whble eight days of battle have I regretted more
than the death of this one man. Kis death can be attributed to two causes.
_ firat,-his quiet courage completely decelved me into thinking hls wound was
not serious. He didn't scream for a medic or beg.for somsone to do gomething
éuicklﬁ;_naver excited or hyaterical es many soldiers ére when they see their
1ife blood running away. He aeemed %o realizs that the soldier who wﬁa help-
ing him wes doing the hest he could. He simply and quietly said, "I'm hit"
éﬁd when asked where, seild; "In the leg". He never spoke:another word.

The second reagon was the lack of firast ald training among these men.
'in my concern for the safety of my company.with.night coming on and in close
*This young soldier, sbout 18 yeéfa old, was aitraordinarily brave, and was
possessed of an intense devotion to duty. For slx days, he atiended to the.
wounded wunder any and all condltions, with complete disregard for his own

gafety. On 1 August he was severely wounded while attsnding a stricken
" goldier. He received the Silver Star for gallantry.
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bbntact ﬁith the enemy, I'loat sight of the probability that the aoldier
I directed to help Cooper might not know what to do. He tried and did the
: best he could, but while he fumbled, Cooper was. bleeding to death.*

Ag Cooper wes being carried into the perimeter, & soldier came up to
‘me and said, "They got Rowe," I asked, "Is he dead?" He said, "Yes." 1
directed a soldier to help Sheppard give a blood plasma to Cooper, thén
jalked over to check ouf tie-in with I Company , rhe men were still digging
 their foxholes, I was walking back towards the place where they were working
an Cooper when this same soldier camﬁ up to me again and sald, "What are we
going to do aboﬁt Lieuténant Rowe?!"* % I gaid, "Where is he?" He.pointad
towards the enemy and said, "Out thére“. He said Rowe had Lieen killed at
the farthest point of our advance. He evidently was sbreast of me when the
machine gune opened fire and, like Gooper, was probebly hit by the Pirst few
rounds. | o

I sald, "OK, we'll get him.™"

I was not anthusiaatié about going:out for him. The Japaneae usually
 fived their machine guns "right down the alley“‘ that is, without traversing

or gearching. 1 knew that anyone going near Rowe was flirting wlth the game
fate.

I dalled Lieutenanﬁ ¥gade and one of his light machine gunnera. I
instructed the gunner, upon signal, to fire into a suspected area and for
Meade to have one of his mortars fire into another BUSpﬁcted area, I was
 6arrying & aubmaohine gun which was haavy.and_clumay, 80 I exchanged it for
a carbine and ﬁaa ready to go out when the platoon sergeant came up and said,
ir';'n go out with you, Captain,® I said, "OK." I gave the signal to fire
_Qnd we went out. Rowe was lying face down, near the edge of the paddy field.
' fThia.incident mada'a:lasting impréasion on me. From that time on, no unit
that I ever commanded was deficient in first ald training; **For morale

purposes, before moving up to the attack, I had given the order that we
would not abandon the . dead
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Next to him, face down, was another soldier: Private Garcia. Both wefe
“dead. Rowe was & large men. It was all we could do to drag him 5aok,
making sure to bring the M1l he was armed with back too. As we were carryling
him iﬁto the perimeter, someone remarked that Garcia was out there too.
Lisutenant Mesde ran out and ag Garcia was a small man, he was able to drag
him back.

I hed ﬁh:ee geriocusly wounded men who had not yet been evacusted. It
was nearly derk., i called the.B;ttalion CP* to send up some men to take
them back as I could not spare that meny men from the perimeter.** I was
tbld t0 leave them until morning; that no one could go up there during darkness.

I directed that three deep holea be dug lafge enough for a man lying
.down. Put brﬁah and gfaaa in the bottom, wrap the men in shelter halves,
and place them in the holes for protection against the inevitable mortar fire.
I used my own and two other officers' shelter halves, to put a cover over the
holes to heip ward off the rain, and then dug & drainege diteh around each hole.
Before we finished, complete darknessa had descended, Lieutenant Lane, my
Exscutive Officer, then dug & hole for ourselves. All dﬁring the night the
rain came down in torrents end as we had no cover, we spent a disegreeable
‘night, made more so by the groans of the wounded who were next to us., Early
next morning, 30 Juiy, we evacuated the wounded and dead.,

After cleaning our weapons, we remained in the perimetér until about
. noon when we attacked again. Progress wes again alow; Wé had not gone far
whanlfirad on by two machine guns. One heavy machine'gun was firing from &
poaition.off to our right front near the paddy?a edge. Sérgeant Jeginaky
- yelled to me that the other gun, a light Nembu, wes firing from a Basha¥ust
beyénd.the hedgerow. Lieutenant Delores, Leader of the Machine Gun Platoon,
#The Bn CP was now established at the croésing site. The Bn Comdr c#me across
the paddy under a smoke screen after we had cleared the Japs from the paddy's

edge for about 300 yarda; ##On 27 July, when we attacked acrose the paddy, I
- had 96 men and 6 officers in my company; ***¥A native thatched hut. _
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- went in and captured thé hsavy machine gun, killing three Jeap soldiers. I
was attempting ﬁo find a passage through the thick waell of hedge separating
us frbm thé open fleld containing the Basha., In the meantime, the heavy
ﬁachiﬁe_gunnara had worked their wey forward and were firing into the hut;_
Then Sergeant Jaainsky yelled? "Hold you; fire, Itm going in and get that
;i-- of & beew=," He jumped up and rushed Iin. An in%tanf. later, Lieutenant
Algleri and Corporal Touhet rushed forward. Algie}iéwaa on the left of the
Basha and Touhst on the right. The front and two siéea were closed right
to the ground with only an opening in the front for ghe enemy to fire through,
but the Eack was open., Jasinaky'went:right in throuéh the rear and killed
fhe crew of three., We were rumning sheort of morter émmunitiop and a8 we had
only a few hours of deylight left, we decided to digéin for the night.

~ The night again was active with the uaual_atteméts at infiltration.
Ouﬁ grenadea.exploding and the uauél Jap haressing m%rtar fire.

After the death of Ligﬁtenant Rowe, I put Lieuténant_Van Matre in com-
mand of the 3d Platoon. He waé assigned to my compaﬁy the day before we
arosaed the paddy. As I alraady had five officera, I did not have an ap-

_ propriate aseignment for him until now. _ ‘

On the afterncon of the 3lst, we were ordered té attack agaln.* Ve
jumped off and the going wes very slow again because: of the nature of the enemy
and terrain. . We were in hedgerow country now and vigibility was & little-
better.#* After gailning about 200 yarda, we decidedito dig in as we had less
then an hour of daylight left. The men were digging;in-and after checking

the perimeter and being satisfied with the tle=in with I Company, I walked
| back %o my CP *x* j
_ Lieutenant Van Matre came up and was elated ove% the wey his men had
_ _fought. He said that when notified that we were 4o éétack again, they grumbled
¥The "attaok order" consisted of calling up one of tﬁa C0'e and telling him
to attack. It was then up to the CO to get together for coordination; #*I

8411l ocould not see my 3d (Lt Van Matre's) platoon that was nsxt to the paddy;
"***A CQ's CP in this fight was a foxhole. :
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and were becoming reluctant to continue these conatant atﬁacks, but that he
_had talked to them and when we juﬁped off they went forward in great shape.
He left.me and went back towards ﬁia platoon, Two minutes later, a soldier
came running up to me and said,l“They got Vani" 1 asked.him if he was dead
end he gaild, "Yes," I walked over to the 3d Platoon area, Vén Matre wes
shot through the head. He was not yet dead, but did die after being evacuated.

In thia'day's fighting, Lieutenant Delores waﬁ wounded for the second
“time and was evacuated.* ILleutenant Pearson toock commend of the machine guns .
I was checking the perimeter and stopped for a few moments to talk to

Sergeaht Jasinsky_who wag checkling his squad. I had left him only a few
momqnta when Jap mortar fire came in and "Whistling Willie" opened up. He
was hit. I ran over to him. There was a large gash in his arm. I was open-
ing a first aid packet when the aid man, Sheppard, ran uwp. He put a bandage
~ on his arm and he was evacuated. Later in the dey Sheppard was hlt and
evacuated,

- The I & R Platoon had been relieved from outpost duty on the river and
.had teken position on the left of I Company. It was given an attack sector
and participﬁted in the day's fighting., Its leader, Lieutenant Adkins,
besidés fighting with his platoon during the day, led several night patrols
behind the Jap lines. He was extremely bravg. He was later killed in the
Central Burma Cempalgn. ‘

- On 1 August L Company moved up on the right of K. We attacked on this
daﬁ with three companies ebreast, plus the I & R Platoon and made the uasusl
gain of a few hundred yards after heavy fighting. In this day's fighting,

I lost two more lieutenants: ILieutenant Lane, ﬁw Executive Officer and
Liéutenant'campbell, 2d Platoon.

| Toward evening of this day, Lieutenant Algieri was wounded and evacuated,
*This officer was hit in the leg on the 30th, but after being treated at the
Bn aid station he returned to his platoon. He won the DSC for his work at

Myitkyina. He was severely wounded for the third time in the Central Burma
Campaign.
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I now had one lieutenant left: my Weapons Flatoon ﬁeadar, Ileutenant Meade.
| Onlzd Avgust, L Compeny attacked to the southeast to secure a wooded
grea. They éc;ompliahed their mission but this left a large gap between L
ﬁnd K Companies., The remainder of the bﬁttalion was ordered to attack
gtraight to the south to close the gap and protect the flank of L.

The men were out of their foiholea and we were forming for the attack
when the Japs opened with everything they had, inecluding "Whistling Wille",
I lost 17 men in about five ninutes.

{ This completely disrupted the attack and it was called off., The Bat-
talion Commander called me and I explained the gituation to him. Then he
gave me thié GEM of advice: "When caughtrin an artillery or mortar barrage,
ﬁhe bast'way td go ia forward.M |

After the casualties were evacuated came the order to.attaok aegain.

My lst Platoon was now commanded by a Private. He commanded two other
privates. There were six men in the 2d Platoon, command ed by a Corporsal.
Lisutenant Duncan**, who had been on duty with Regimental Headquarters, was
éent up and I gave bim the 1st Platoon of 12 men. My Weapons Platoon con-
glated of Lieutenent Meade and 4 men.
~ For this attack, I consolidated the 2d and 3d Platoons (9 men) and com-
manded thém-myaelf.

The fiald to our front was bordered by hedgerows. 1 ordered Lieutenant
Duncan_to advance élong the left hedgerow, keeping contact with I Oompany on
' hia left. I would go up the'right row and at the same time protect the
right flank. | ' |

| The attack wae supported by my one remaining 60 mm morter and two mortars
- from I Compeny. _
| We moied out almost immediately and came under mdrtar fire. We continueﬁ
onfor about 75 yards when "Whigtling Willie" ‘joined in and wounded two of my

%This 18 true if it can be done; #*This offlcer served with the original
~Marauders. '
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ﬁen, leavinglme with seven. -This fire stopped my group. I then attempted
to_make'coniact with Lleutenant Duncen who was supposed to be moving up on
my left, I then discovered I was doﬁng a ablo. When the morter fire came
down, Duncan moved out but I Company did_nﬁt. Duncan advanced a few yards,
but because the unit on his left had not moved out, he withdrew to the

| perimeter, Now realizing the attack was completely disorganized, I withdrew
to the perimeter.

A short time later, Major Harrold* came up with the Battalion Head-
querters Company Comménder, Captain Prevo, to see what the troubie was. He
asked me to show him L Company's position. We were walking down & trail
towards L when the Japs lald down anotheé mortar concentration. In attempt-
ing to escape the fire, fhe three of us tock cover in & hole not large enough
- for ome man. Major Harrold then sgreed that we shauld not attack without
- more supporting fires.and went back to the Battalion CP. Because of its
exposed pogition, L Company withdrew to 1ts original position and tied in
with K Company.
| The next day, 3 August, after stocking up some mortar ammunition, the
baftalion attacked, driving straight for the river.

We came out of a hedgerow into a clear%ng when "Whistlihg Willie" opened
up not 50 yards to our front. It was behind a clump of bamboo at the end of
g hedgerow. 1 moved up the left followed by Privates Sardella and Tickey.

_ Lieutenant Pearson, the Heevy Machine Gun Platoon Leader, came running
'écrosa from the right, straight for the gun. He threw a grenade right into

the clump of bamboo and when it exploded we moved In right under the muzzle

of fhe.gun and kiiled the crew.

- We continued on and soon reached the rivar; Eight Japs committed suicide
oh-the river bank. The only fire now was coming from & temple in L‘Company'a
sector. &s our men were closing in, the seven remaining enemy committed sulcide.

iThe Bn Ex0., & aupérior officer in every sense of the word. He later com-
mended the 3d Bn, 475th Inf in the Central Burma Campaign.
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While I Company guarded the rear (north) of the ‘battalion, K and L
- formed.a line to the aouth'facing Myitkyina.. The artillery liaison officer
Eaid.he-still had about 50 rounds left. I told him to fire them. He did and
.IWQ jumped off and overran a Jap position designated as a "strong point" on
6ur aerial'photos. It proved'very weak, containing only a few Japs. We
‘goon made contact with the Chinese force that wag driving north and the
78-day -bat'l;le of _Myitkyina. was over. M
B ANALISIS AND CRITICISNS — Vo Heel *”“”ﬁ“
In my opinion, the original attack on Myltkyina on 18 May should have
bean led by & unit of the Marauders. Admittedly they wore phyaically worn,
| but a few hundred could have been made available for this lest effort. The
Chinese, through seven'iong years of defeats, had developed a defensive
complex. In nost cases, light resistance would csuse them to dig in. Two
battalions should heve easily taken Myitkyine.
| If the sltustion was so eritical as to jﬁatify the employment of raw
#ecrﬁits, then the grest majority of the Mserauders should not heve been
evacuated. They were worn and suffering from the commen jungle diseases,
but that was true of everyone fighting in the Pacific.
I can. see no. justification for the June 5th attack on Namki end still
less for the attack at Mankrin three days later., The fabt that a whole bat~
' talion of Chinese had been flown in from Ledo on the afterncon of 17 Mey
- provea that getting manpower to the Myitkyina area wag not a problem., This
wad supposed to be en Allied offansive and there were sev-ral hundred thouwsand
trained Indian and British troops in India. If it was necessary to employ
i these men at all, they should have been used defensively until they were
trained-and properly equipped.
_ _'The conditions and manner under which they were employed at ﬁamki on
_S'Jﬁne-waa-nothing short of oriminel and needs no further expose,
For the attack on the 27th across thé ﬁaddy field; the formation pre-
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soribed was in my bpinion not the correct ome to uwse in a altvation where
seconds are critical and success depends on the number of men that can be

put on the enemy position in the first few moments after the preparatory
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1, Then 1t 1s necesssery to employ green, raw troops against a veteran

enemy, one for whom they grestly fesar becguse of previous experlences, all

commenders must vielate a basic American instructional concept (which is

to play wp the enemy) by an attitude of sneering disdein for his fighting

ability in ordser to instill a sense of confidence and superiority among our

6wn men. This has been successfully employed by both the Germans and Japanese.

'In addition, it is not enough for all leaders to ghow & complete lack of fear.

They must exhibit reckleas bravado.

2. There are two things that are contaglous in battle; one is fear, '

which will apread like wild fire; the othar is bravery which has an equal L////
.effact. Any leader whom the troops k;::?i;; ;heir-intereats at heal, who

is self-sacrificing ahd who shows no fear, will invariasbly be successful.
Troops will follow him down the mouth of a cannon.

3 An attack should never be lasunched unless the means are avallable
to sugtain 1t. In this operation, we were constantly held up and hampered by
1§;iﬂ;}:sﬁ§pliea. This results in prolonged fighting with resulting high
casualties.,

e fizif}léng, the most deangerous phese of wer, ahould ba planned and
have a definite objective. Exceasive, unneces sary patrolling is coatly 1n
manpower and morale wearing. Men should not be exposed to the hazards of
patrolling eimply because a commander cgn't think of anything else to do.

5. Thorough training in first ald should be glven a high priority in
the training of combat troops.
6, There are not enough _.m_e_didal aid men attached to attacking units,

When aid men are needed, they are needed in quahtity and in a hurry., The
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~ present allotment of one per pilatoon should be at least doubled.

7. The bayonet ahould be replaced by the trench knife. The bayonet :

L. DA i R B <5 R e AR

18 ueeleae except for opening a C-ration can, The trench knife iz an all

. purpoee weapon. In extreme necessity, it can be used in close combat. It
proved invaluable in the jungle.fer eutting bamboo for stretchers, eutting
~uniforme away from woﬁnda, oto.
_ é. A1l commenders should sPend coneiderable time with the forward unilts
_eeo a8 te‘ieep'abreast of the aituation. They ehould pay frequent visits to
_. the companies and platoons, but never with the thought In mind of "inapii':l.ng
the troops." American troops are not easlly inspired. A commander should
'-fisit‘the front with the ebject in ﬁind of seeing ﬁhat he can do to help the
combat elemepta or.for'his own information, A commender usually hes weapons
at his disposal that he cen employ to ald those who need help most, and
unless he 1s prepared to help the company and platoon commanders with fire~
power, he is ﬁaeting hie_time going forward. Anyone oan "inapire" troops
by grabbing a tommy gun and an ermful of grenades and.eaying "follow me",

but he doeenft_have to be a Colonel or Captain or Lieutenant. A&ny private
who jumps up.end seys "follow me" will get men to folloﬁ_him. When troops
are belng shot ep they want something done about 1t and anyone who is not
. prepared to help with firepower or decisive action is a‘bout a8 :I.napiring as
a sticky door knob. ¥hen an American Captain or Lieutenant is held up, he

_neede less inepiration and more artillery.
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